
[PUBLIC LAW 344-79TH CONGRESS]

[CHAPTER 138-2D SESSION]

[S. 63]

AN ACT
To amend title V of the C( mmllnications Act of 1934 'so as to prohibit certain

coercive practices affecting radio broadcasting.

Be it ena.ted by the Senate and House of Repr7eentatives of the
United States of Amlerica in Corngress assembled, That title V of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, is amlended by inserting

ltftei section 505 thereof the following new section:

"COERCIVE PRACTICES AFFECTING BROADCASTING

"SEC. 506. (a) It shall be unlawful, by the use or express or
implied threat of the use of force, violence, intimidation, or duress,
or by the use or express or implied threat of the use of' other means,
to coerce, compel or constrain or attempt to coerce, compel, or con-
.strain a licensee-

"(1) to employ or agree to employ, in connection with the con-
duct of the broadcasting business of such licensee, any person or
persons in excess of the number of employees needed by such
licensee to perform actual services; or

"(2) to pay or give or agree to pay or give any money or other
thing of value in lieu of giving, or on account of failure to give,
employment to any person or persons, in connection with the
conduct of the broadcasting business of such licensee, in excess
of the number of employees needed by such licensee to perform
'actual services; or l

"(3) to pay or agree to pay more than once for servicesgper-
formed in connection with the conduct of the broadcasting busi-
'ness of such licensee; or

"(4) to pay or give or agree to pay or give any money or other
thing of value for services, in connection with the conduct of
the broadcasting business of such licensee, which are not 'to be
performed; or

"(5) to refrain. or agree to refrain, from broadcasting or from
permitting the broadcasting of a noncommercial educational or
cultural program in connection with which the participants
receive no money or other thing of value for their services, other
than their actual expenses, and such licensee neither pays nor
gives any money or other thing of value for the privilege of
broadcasting such program nor receives any money or other
thing of value on account of the broadcasting of such program;
or

"(6) to refrain, or agree to refrain, from broadcasting or per-
mitting the broadcasting of any radio communication originating
outside the United States.
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"(b) It shall be unlawful, by the use or express or implied threat
of the use of force, violence, intimidation or duress, or by the use or
express or implied threat of the use of other means, to coerce, compel
or constrain or attempt to coerce, compel or constrain a licensee or
any other person-

'(1) to pay or agree to pay any exaction for the privilege of,
or on account of, producing, preparing, manufactu.ring, sellirg,
buying, renting, operating, using, or maintaining recordings,

· transriptions, .or mechanical, chemical, or electrical reproduc-
tions, or any other articles, equipment, machines, or materials.
used or intended to be used in broadcasting or in the production,
preparation, perfornmance, or presentation of a program or pro-
grams for broadcasting; or

"(2) to accede to or inpose any restriction upon such prodci-
tion, preparation, manufacture, sale, purchase. rental, operation
use. or maintenance, if such restriction is for the purpose o -f A',r
venting or limiting the use of such articles, equipment, mach aes,
or materials in broadcasting or in the production. preparation,
performance, or presentation of a program or programs for
broadcasting; or

"(3) to pay or agree to pay any exaction on account of the
broadcasting, by means of recordings or transcriptions, of a pro-
gram previously broadcast, payment having been made, or agrened
to be made, for the services actually rendered in the performnpnce
of such program.

"(c) The provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall
not be held to make unlawful the enforcement or attempted enforce-
ment, by means lawfully employed, of any contract right heretofore
or hereafter existing or of any legal obligation heretofore or here-
after incurred or assumed.

."(d) Whoever willfully violates any provision of subsection (a)
or (b) of this section shall, upon conviction thereof. be punished by
imrpisonment for not more than one year or by a fine of not Wuore
thl $1,000, or both.

'(le) As used in this section the term 'licensee' includes the owner
or owners, and the person or persons having control or mmanagemene.J
of he. radio station in respect of which a station license was arantedl"'

Approved April 16. 1946.
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